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SRMIST opens hi-tech Centre
for Clinical Trials & Research

Chennai, Dec 17:
SRM Institute
of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur through
its Faculty of Medical
& Health Sciences has
set up a 5000 square
feet Research Faculty
in SRM called the
‘Centre for Clinical
trials & Research’.
This facility is
located at SRM
Medical College
Hospital and Research
Centre (SRM
MCH&RC). This
world-class clinical
trial research center
is capable of handling
clinical trials of drugs,
vaccines, and medical
devices.
The facility was
inaugurated by ProVice Chancellor
(Medical & Health
Sciences) Lt. Col.
Dr. A. Ravikumar,
Registrar Dr. S.
Ponnusamy, Dean
(Medical) Dr. A.
Sundaram among
others.
The facility has
two wards with 12
beds and several
rooms for sample
collection, processing,
data documentation,
and monitoring. It
has state-of-theart equipment for
preserving serum
samples at -80
degrees Celsius and
-20 degrees Celsius
deep freezers, highspeed centrifuge,
facilities for electronic
data capture with
high-speed internet,
thermohygrometers,
and data security
is maintained with
controlled access.
Congratulating
the team, Dr. S.
Ponnusamy said,
“SRM MCH&RC has

come 46th position
in research and such
initiatives will help in
increasing the hospital
ranking.” He then
urged students to make
use of this world-class
center and undertake
research activities.
“Research is the
most important
area that we are
concentrating on these
days,” said Dean
(Medical). “Students
and faculty can do
any types of clinical
trials at this centre like
the recent COVAXIN
trial. Research should
be given primary
importance.”
Lt. Col. Dr. A.
Ravikumar in his
presidential address
said, “It is important
to motivate the
hidden talents in this
Institution. During the
COVID, when we were
awarded the clinical
trial of COVAXIN, the
minimum requirement
was for a virology
lab. This was met by
developing, a worldclass lab that was done
entirely in-house.”
Urging students to
overcome the fear he
said, “Only when you
grow out of fear can
you achieve anything
in life.” Recalling the
Pro Chancellor’s vision
he said, “Research

is to be the most
important part of an
institution.”
The SRM Centre
for Clinical trials &
Research is headed
by Professor of
Pharmacology Dr.
Satyajit Mohapatra, and
supported by a team of
Investigators Associate
Professor Dr. Melvin
George, Associate
Professor Dr. Sangeetha
Raja, and also from
all branches of
medicine (Clinical
Pharmacology, General
Medicine, General
Surgery, Obstetrics &
Gynecology, Pediatrics,
Cardiology, Pulmonary
Medicine, Nephrology,
anesthesia and critical
medicine, Dermatology).
The same team has
successfully conducted
the COVAXIN Clinical
Trials (Phase 1, 2 and
3) at SRM MCH&RC,
which was the only
hospital in Tamil Nadu
chosen for this trial.
In the last ten
years, more than
35 sponsored and
academic clinical
trials have been done
in SRM MCH&RC.
Grants have been
obtained from various
funding agencies
such as ICMR,
BIRAC, DBT, DHRICMR National,
and International

Pharmaceutical
companies such as
Sanofi-GSK, Genova
Pharmaceuticals
to carry out these
research activities.
The competencybased MBBS
curriculum being
followed at present
gives the student
exposure to Clinical
Research in the prefinal year. Students
can choose it as an
elective subject. Our
students get exposure
to current Clinical
Research and Trials in
this Centre.
Photos:
- Pro-Vice Chancellor
(Medical & Health
Sciences) Lt. Col.
Dr. A. Ravikumar,
Registrar Dr. S.
Ponnusamy, Dean
(Medical) Dr. A.
Sundaram inaugurating
the SRM ‘Centre
for Clinical trials &
Research’.
- Professor of
Pharmacology Dr.
Satyajit Mohapatra
being felicitated by
Pro-Vice Chancellor
(Medical & Health
Sciences) Lt. Col.
Dr. A. Ravikumar,
Registrar Dr. S.
Ponnusamy for his
contribution for
COVAXIN Clinical
Trials (Phase 1, 2 and
3) at SRM MCH&RC.

Ola Electric commences deliveries of S1 scooter
Chennai, Dec 17:
Ola Electric, India’s
leading manufacturer of
electric two-wheelers
begins deliveries for
Ola S1 scooters from
today. Special events were
organized for the first

100 customers today in
Bangalore and Chennai
where they came with
their friends and family
to ride their revolutionary
Ola S1 and S1 Pro home.
Varun Dubey, Chief
Marketing Officer, Ola

Electric said, “Today is
a landmark day for those
who have joined the
revolution with us as we
begin our deliveries of
Ola S1. We are working
hard to ramp up the
production at the Ola
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Futurefactory to get the
scooters in the hands of
our customers as per their
delivery windows.”
The company had
last month rolled out
the largest-ever directto-consumer experience
initiative in the history of
automotive retail, offering
customer test rides across
India.

Adani signs MoU with SECI to
supply 4,667 MW green energy
Ahmedabad, Dec 17:
Adani Green Energy
Ltd (AGEL), the world’s
largest solar power
developer and the
renewable energy arm
of the diversified Adani
Group, has signed an
agreement with the Solar
Energy Corporation of
India (SECI) to supply
4,667 MW of green
power. This is the world’s
largest ever green power
purchase agreement.
“We are pleased to have
signed the world’s largest
PPA with SECI,” said
Gautam Adani, Chairman
of the Adani Group. “This
is yet another step in our
journey to enable India’s
dual objective to accelerate
India’s renewable energy
footprint as well as
promote domestic
manufacturing under
the Atmanirbhar Bharat
programme. Following the
proceedings at COP 26,

it is increasingly evident
that the world has to
equitably transition to
a low carbon economy
faster than previously
anticipated. This is why
the Adani Group has
committed US$50-$70
Bn of investment in
the renewables space.
This agreement keeps
us well on track to our
commitment to become

t h e w o r l d’ s l a r g e s t
renewables player by
2030.”
The AGEL-SECI
agreement to supply
4,667 MW is part of
a manufacturing-linked
solar tender of 8,000
MW awarded to AGEL
by SECI in June 2020,
which set a record for
being the world’s largest
solar development tender

ever awarded.
So far, AGEL has
signed PPAs with SECI
for a total generation
capacity of close to 6000
MW of the 8,000 MW
awarded in 2020. AGEL
expects to close the
balance 2000 MW PPA
in the next two to three
months.

Nipun Marya takes charge
as CEO of IQOO
Chennai, Dec 17:
iQOO announced the
appointment of Nipun
Marya as Chief Executive
Officer for iQOO India.
Nipun will be responsible
for driving the growth
of iQOO brand and its
operations in India as it
focuses on growing its
market share to cement its
position in the premium

performance smartphone
segment.
For the last 5 years,
Nipun has served as
Director, Brand Strategy
for vivo India and will
now be taking this new
role to head iQOO India
as the CEO. Bringing
exceptional performance
and revolutionary
power, iQOO, the high-

performance smartphone
brand has received a
phenomenal response
from Indian consumers
in the last two years. It
has witnessed a staggering
growth of 671% in Q3’21
vis-à-vis Q2’21. iQOO
aims to double its online
market share in the midpremium space from 5%
to 10% in India by 2022.

Chennai residential market
records siginificant recovery
Chennai, Dec 17:
Chennai’s
residential market not
only remained resilient
post-COVID-19 but
recorded a significant
recovery from the
second half of
2020 onwards. The
mid and premium
housing segments saw
substantial demand
and supply growth
in pandemic times,
reveals the FICCIANAROCK report
‘Tamil Nadu - Growth
Engine of India.’
Of approx. 19,900
units launched in
2020 and the first
nine months of 2021,
at least 64% supply
was in the mid and
premium segments
(priced between INR
40 lakh and INR
1.5 Cr.) In the prepandemic period
(2018-2019), these two
segments comprised a
48% share of 28,700
units launched.
Chennai’s southern
quadrant witnessed
maximum launches
and sales over the last

three years, accounting
for approx. 62% of
the total supply and
approx. 66% housing
sales in the city.
Description
automatically
generated with
medium confidence
Anuj Puri, Chairman
- ANAROCK Group,
says, “Chennai’s
residential real estate
market retained
vitality during the
pandemic, proving its
resilience after the
first wave in 2020.
New launches and
absorption gained
further momentum
during the second
wave this year,
driven by rising
homeownership
sentiment amidst the
pandemic. The mid
and premium segments
dominated the market,
with demand primarily
driven by the salaried
class.”
Over the last few
years, steady supply
and absorption have
ensured that property
prices remain range
















bound. The weighted
average price in
Chennai has primarily
been under Rs. 5,000
per sq. ft. Most home
purchases are by endusers.
Bhupesh
NagarajanBhupesh
Nagarajan, Convenor,
FICCI Tamil Nadu
Infrastructure Panel
& Chairman, Indira
Projects, says “Tamil
Nadu is among
the most urbanised
southern states and
has seen a significant
economic and spatial
transformation in the
past few decades.
State capital Chennai’s
economic dynamism

consistently attracts
working professionals
from within and
beyond the state into
opportunities across
industries.”
Dr. GSK Velu,
Chairman, FICCI
TNSC & CMD,
Trivitron Group of
Companies was the
Special Guest and
distributed the awards
to award winner. The
awards received by
reputed companies
including DRA Homes,
DAC Promoters, SPR
INDIA, Prime Infra,
Mahindra Lifespace,
Sameera Groups, DLF,
Urbantree, Vijay Raja
Homes.
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